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HIGH-MET-WORTH DIVORCE

Vicki Ziegler Helps
Wealthy Couples
Divide Assets After

the Love is Gone

B asnn £, Daks
Con R EUTHS SHTR

HE PARTHMER AMND CO-FOUKOCR

of Livingstan, Mew Jersay, law firm

Zieghor & Zemsky LLC—and the
child of divorced parents, whose awn
marriage keske g in her 25— ikki
Ziegler spacial 2oy in high-net-warth
nesroe, with a faces on mediatian.

Her skills ware featured on Bravo TW's
ATy i KT, whaers she wauld halp
wiralthy spouses settle shieir divares oot
ol Loarl and used esmerls Lo eslablish
walue for emctinnal items or sare ool-
lectibles—separate from rmare tradition-

al assets tvat hawe easi iy measured
fimancial value.

Ziegler is the author o Tie Pre-
tdzrital Plannee & Compieta Legal
Guide to o Perfect arrizge; an entre-
preneur with an upscala hair FCIE'I'fl.-ll'I'l'E
and body fragrance brard ralled
Lavish; and this Jandary she l2unckad
a Farchook and Instagram I ee widan
suries, YDeariksd, which airs live gt 2:30
pom. Eastarn T, aveny Wadnasday,

%he also has an app callzd
Ddegrceliating Lom on the App Slors,
whiern penpl whio are spparated or
aivoreed car find dates or walk Lo other
people for sdvice. Ahout 5000 pesgla
are currently on it

Iin this intersias with SOMMERCE,
Zingler disrussas high-ratowearth

T ] COMMERCE = woarer

divarras, mediation, divding financia
and smotional gwsels and proleciing
family busiaesses from marriags or
liwa-in relaziznships.

COMMERCE: What a2 spmp tronds
ien seltling fugh-nel-wordh divarces?

VIGKEI ZIEGLER: High-rest-warth couples
airen prefar 1 resalye Their ditterancas
autside of a courtroom and chonsn
rmed iation Lo pressrve Lhair privace
alsa, as more women kaln dowm higa-
paying jobs, ar bacome entreprensurs,
MOre WeEran are paving -E-||["'Il:ll'|!.' sUp-
port 1= their ex hesbands.

0. are high-retwnrth divorres maore
covmplicaied Lo settie?

B, They oftan are mors complicazen
because each side can allard to bring

an entaurage of arvisess, Were winrk ing
o ane diveroes med igtion cess o lar
& Mew lersey couple with a net wiorth of
abaut 700 millizn. We have fiee cxperts
and the alaer side has foun, 10 Tigica |
far aach wde ta have financial adwisars,
tax and accounting specialists, and @ven
a raach a0 mentar and provide emation-
al support. You usually start Grnging in
thess Kinds of ekperts whan the idple
hias assets of 110 millian or Finre.

THHEI- FHIAL T L1

0. What am same of the fewes in this
10 el diverce case?

&, The couple awns a restaurant chain,
aind the jseies includs Mo much equity
tha hushand has, haw ta pot a daellar
walue e it ard Foge muce i e le will
gat. Complicating the mattar 5 the

fact that the campany also oens 3 fleet
=t asour 50 exoric veh Les &5 ar invest-
ment-sn we e trving to determine
Lhair walue, too, The couple Fas g lavish
lifestyle, spending aboat $750,000 &
manth oo average and, although they
live bere part of the year, They alse have
Florida rasidency for tax purposes.

0. what are same best practives
o ohading assets?

L. First, you need ta idantify tha
aseetls, annd where the [réver-eaming
spose is in tarms of age and nends;
and whether Lthe bigher-sarming spouase
Lan continue to bring in alimony or
other sapport past retirement. That can
ke g big Tacter in dediding whethar you
wimnt an aoquity intarest in a kusiness,
or it 4 cash payoul is better. Canerally
if your're close to retirement sge. a cash
payout is better Either way, you must
adarmira all tha assets availabla To dic-
tribitinn. Cae ralatrenly noww wrinkls is

coiieieed 08 Daie A8
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crndinuce e fege i

didgital asgets and intellecteal progerty,
ik pazerts. Yo need paperts who can
help Lo determine valuation—urranl
value o the futum gotertial valus,
Each case is different.

{}; Lo some kigh notwacth spousss
L e STay i @ Dusiiess logeller
pasE-dienrne?

A ip sorae cases, both spouses will
need w3 cantinue to managa their s
ress, Wetve struciuned settlements lige
thiat, ard it's impoetant 1o bave hound-
aries in plave—maybe dea| remolely
with each as mudh as pessible—n keep
the cmatons put of it and foous onorun
rirg Uhe business, lnoan exgirens sitea-
tian, you may ba able to have a third
party take care of all the cormmunica-
s betwaen the ax-speuses, but thar
can create all sarts of complications.

1'.._!'. Eehat bind of advire an pao arfer
v ciidres ace dvoied?

AL messy divoroe can make it more
likety that the couples childran will
themaelves be invalved in 2 divares
mhien Liey're older, so | ask ey clients
t try 1o Re civil. Beyand the divares
i=alf, | alba courssl them not to dake
aut taglir angar oF TTUstration an their

¢

X

T

kids—ITs IMportant to ce-parelit con-
structrenly post divaren, sthanwise yoo
can really s s g Rid's lile

Q. ‘What about pes? How do yow
hangdie a beloved ot or g0 a8 an aasef?

ﬁ. Was Lhe doy acguired belons

the marriage ar during the marriage?
Emotianally, is the dog closer to one
spousa? We had a case whare a ghvorgs-
ing caple had twa degs, and one was
dasar 10 the ritan and ane was dloser
tn the woman. But rath dogs wers
o o wach ather, amd Lo separale
tharn wiould have bean devastating,
5o, | recommiended a rotatian arrange
ment, wehiere bl dogs veould spand

A wenk with onp spause, and the raxt
week with the other spouse,

Q. What's invaived in getting chients
from anger 1 acieitange?

B 1T P done oy job right, Lhen
menady wing o Ioses: 1ts an anuitanls
split. | emphasize the factual issaes—
et the emorional ones—and how to
gat the hest outrame. | akio counsel
wignky aboul gccapling reglity: we wan
fight aues the binmest issues, bt shat
wr [l also mean compromising on the
smalker ones,

Al COMMERCE = woeve oo mer pmag o) coam

Q. A A rue oo et and wWaarren
Rannie dvares Aot

Pt really depends on the ingivid-
ua''s persanality. e worked with
sare wornan who are Feg At on tap

af the isswes; although trooitional by,
rost wearmen have nol e gs linarcial-
Iy sawvy as their hushands. But that is
changing, as more women marry later
and taka control of their lves and
finarces. One trerd hasn't changed
thdgh: men typically want w get e
divarce ower with quickly, while woman
are e patiern, and want Lo ake
the time e undesstand the nuancas,

Q. Uihal are sours o g Lakas
CRLEES make when afaacing ¥

A, The biggast & when they're fight-
ing @ach ather right aut of the gate.

1T wow art oF &N a sad 700t it harder
w0 unwind the negatien faclings, and
thial Lan comiplicale Lhe divorce discus-
sian, 15 Better to start from a postion
whare both spowses are laoking to
resolve thair ¢iffereraes in an eguitable
way. Far axample, trying to hide assets
riay b illegal and. aven when il dosn’L
rise o that level, wou'll Iose credibility in
frant of a judge if you're caught. | als:
counsel clients not 1o speak Basly abour
thivir soan te be rein frant of their chil
dren In te end, il ireales nesdless o
sility, and will ultnmatety backfire. The
individuals also should tamper their
cxgectations—be realistic and don't
cxpert to get everything you wanted in
the divoriz, Finally, | uell e W lisien
0 their lawyeers arvica.

Q- Ahat can ain entrenigaarr ao fa
protect thair businsss in g divoree ?

A, The safequartds hege bafare vou
le the knot: consider placing Lhe Dosi-
ness Ina trust 3ad axecute a pranuptial
zgrecment that specificaly excludes the
spose Tiom hawiisg any inteiest in the
business. &s an added safeguard, maka
sure Lhe spouss has no sutharity, eguity

Erazking oo 5 aand 0o do, sspensies and it
Fla<hng smart ©nanglal srokazs babore, dining
ane alter mamzge can vade a meal Affeczns:
/ep AN feler

craiimeed oo faame 5l
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ar Sther intarest in a tamily business;
and that their name dess nat apprar
on vy ol e business" sicounls.

Q. Kbt sre the honefis
Of megigrinn?

AL vou rmay be gbile W save monay

by using an impartial mediatar to iron
aut differences. Generally, the divorcing
spouses will splin ary medation fees
A0 Mediatior also offers privacy,
comipared Lo @n sp=n court, and the
rediation sassons can usually be done
al Lhe spuousmes” conweni=nee, inslead

of the rushed “catthe call” teplcally seen
at @ pourt Another glus is that an cxpe
rigrred mediaton can b=l b recone
mend a spitement—udges generally
cannal do Lhis,

Q. lhat are spme issuey thad
afise i magiation ?

A. There are soens golenlial draw-
backs One s that it may take longer,
since the modiator has to get up

1o sp=ed and understard the jssues
imwalved in the case. ko ather is that
riedigtors garerally 4o pol have Lhe
poewar B lewy leqal sanctioas for fraws,
w1 it may be easier for ane spouss

10 hide their assets,

ﬂ. W@ uivorced gersoey decdhes (o
AT EFain—Rresima bl 1 someane
elyp—wefat king of arsed-protection
TioE W POl ive tham P

Bil COMMERCE = weere .o

-ﬂ- Getl a granuptial agreement

and engagn i same sericus pstate
plarming belees you sige Lhe marriage
cantract. You want your spolse-to-ae
b waive thieir fight to any of your
assets, aven If thew're acgu ired

durirg the marmage.

IF g fave any Children Trom a
pravicus marriage antd gol want o
give tham money, oo it while you're
still alive, bacause If thay fall irto your
estate it could get messy. also, dras
up B powes of attoniey and a health
proacy, and make sure thay name tha
pPurson or pErsons Kial you want to
ba rasponsible, essacally I paur naw
spouse is net ane of then.

IF au frave sigeilicant assels Qoing
intn the subspquent marmage, put shem
in & trust before vou tie the knot, Lo
ensure that they're kept separate from
anything you awn jainty with your
e spoLse. And make sure your will
is updatad. intart and in arder.

u- 15 techinology making marrlages

and relationshiss stronper or weaker?

A oef nitzly wacaker-—praple noe
Inawe gocess Lo fonmer Boylriends ar girl-
friends, there are wieksites for hinokups,
and yau can =asily engage in naughty
behavier like heavy tlirtag o« an er-
tinmal affair while keeping it largely hid
den Trom vour spolse, Some people g2l
addictad t2 this arg if thair sva mar-
rigge is no longer thrilling, they can eas-
iy loos for axcitermant elsewhere,

TR FHAL ) L

ﬂ. Feapie ara gelting manmed 518
ar fat oven pothening to ot mamie,
b are 00 Daviig g celaDioesliie anc
many Himes, chilaren. Har ine faw
eralved o meet thess changes?

A ¥es, but slowdy and s bohind the
Uy, Lawewsrs nreed Lo Uy Lo oregle
sapgap measuras; for evamiple, | g
& lot of po-habitation agreemants.

Q. ket Hepically invaied in
a o-nabitalion sgreeiment®

A n lays aut wsho pays whal @zpenses
while the couple is tegethar, and it also
protects aach porson’s assets by waiving
righis Lo pa liroey ard sstate ishari-
tance. Courts are aunlving alsn—Ilonk

2l same-ses marriage legalization. Bul
social media has a lor 12 do with meat-
ing ant dating and liwing together, and
it mioves 3 kot taster than the law. B




